
May 15, 2022

To Chairman Hunter, Secretary Crowfoot, Deputy Director Reischman, Acting Forest Manager
Conway, and Deputy Secretary Morse:

On Friday May 13th, Deputy Director Matthew Reischman, Acting Forest Manager Kevin Conway,
and various CDF employees joined Chairman Michael Hunter and several members of The
Coalition to Save Jackson State Forest (Coalition) for an inspection of the Red Tail THP. This walk
was to show and explain what CDF would like to do to remove the downed trees in the THP.  The
information garnered by Coalition members was discussed at a zoom meeting on Saturday May
14th. This letter outlines the Coalition’s response.

We, The Coalition to Save Jackson State Forest, agree to the request by CDF to remove
already-felled logs in the Red Tail THP of JDSF as long as CDF agrees to negotiate in good faith
regarding the following concerns that must be addressed in order to protect the future of the forest.

Concerns and protections that need to be addressed:

1) Jason Serna, RPF on the Red Tail THP, told us on Friday May 13th that the map provided that
day is not accurate. We need an accurate map so that we know more precisely where the requested
log removal operations are proposed in every part of the THP.

2) New cutting of trees for cable corridors or other reasons, including Skid Trails, Truck Roads and
landings. We would like to see already-felled logs removed solely by current road infrastructure
and/or helicopter, so as to prevent further damage to this salmon-bearing watershed in this Older
Forest Development Area, as designated in the JDSF Management Plan.

3) Our concerns stated in the attached letter, sent by Linda Perkins and Matt Simmons on December
15th, 2021, still stand.  The Red Tail THP violates the JDSF Option A, and we still await a written
explanation by CDF regarding the damage to the forest habitat already caused by this THP.  So far,
the only response received has been a verbal dismissal of the letter by Kevin Conway.

4) We want a monitor on site from our coalition during all log-removal operations to ensure that
regulations and agreements are followed in good faith.  We will need adequate written notice of
several days before any operations in order to schedule a monitor.



5) Any pre-contact trees that were felled shall be left on the forest floor in order to support wildlife
habitat.

6) Features such as snags and basal hollows will be protected with buffers so they are not damaged
by operations. These support biodiversity in Older Forest Development Areas.

7) The seasonal road at the end of road 90 that has been effectively abandoned and is overgrown
with vegetation, if used, needs to be permanently decommissioned when operations are complete,
addressing issues and effects of erosion, soil compaction, and cut slopes.

8) Once operations are complete, measures must be taken to effectively mitigate the fire danger
created by slash piles and invasive flammable species like scotch broom which are both the result of
timber operations. Such measures must not use herbicides which would further damage this Older
Forest Development Area habitat.

9) The THP indicates that archeological sites are present in this area. If the Tribe requests a cultural
monitor to identify and protect any cultural sites, we support that request.

10) Once agreements are reached they must be put in writing and signed off on by both the
Coalition and CDF.

Sincerely,

The Coalition to Save Jackson State Forest

~~~
Attachment: December 15, 2021 letter from Linda Perkins and Matt Simmons








