SAVE
FOREST

May 15, 2022

To Chairman Hunter, Secretary Crowfoot, Deputy Director Reischman, Acting Forest Manager
Conway, and Deputy Secretary Morse:

On Friday May 13th, Deputy Director Matthew Reischman, Acting Forest Manager Kevin Conway,
and various CDF employees joined Chairman Michael Hunter and several members of The
Coalition to Save Jackson State Forest (Coalition) for an inspection of the Red Tail THP. This walk
was to show and explain what CDF would like to do to remove the downed trees in the THP. The
information garnered by Coalition members was discussed at a zoom meeting on Saturday May
14th. This letter outlines the Coalition’s response.

We, The Coalition to Save Jackson State Forest, agree to the request by CDF to remove
already-felled logs in the Red Tail THP of JDSF as long as CDF agrees to negotiate in good faith
regarding the following concerns that must be addressed in order to protect the future of the forest.

Concerns and protections that need to be addressed:

1) Jason Serna, RPF on the Red Tail THP, told us on Friday May 13th that the map provided that
day 1s not accurate. We need an accurate map so that we know more precisely where the requested
log removal operations are proposed in every part of the THP.

2) New cutting of trees for cable corridors or other reasons, including Skid Trails, Truck Roads and
landings. We would like to see already-felled logs removed solely by current road infrastructure
and/or helicopter, so as to prevent further damage to this salmon-bearing watershed in this Older
Forest Development Area, as designated in the JDSF Management Plan.

3) Our concerns stated in the attached letter, sent by Linda Perkins and Matt Simmons on December
15th, 2021, still stand. The Red Tail THP violates the JDSF Option A, and we still await a written
explanation by CDF regarding the damage to the forest habitat already caused by this THP. So far,
the only response received has been a verbal dismissal of the letter by Kevin Conway.

4) We want a monitor on site from our coalition during all log-removal operations to ensure that
regulations and agreements are followed in good faith. We will need adequate written notice of
several days before any operations in order to schedule a monitor.



5) Any pre-contact trees that were felled shall be left on the forest floor in order to support wildlife
habitat.

6) Features such as snags and basal hollows will be protected with buffers so they are not damaged
by operations. These support biodiversity in Older Forest Development Areas.

7) The seasonal road at the end of road 90 that has been effectively abandoned and is overgrown
with vegetation, if used, needs to be permanently decommissioned when operations are complete,
addressing issues and effects of erosion, soil compaction, and cut slopes.

8) Once operations are complete, measures must be taken to effectively mitigate the fire danger
created by slash piles and invasive flammable species like scotch broom which are both the result of
timber operations. Such measures must not use herbicides which would further damage this Older

Forest Development Area habitat.

9) The THP indicates that archeological sites are present in this area. If the Tribe requests a cultural
monitor to identify and protect any cultural sites, we support that request.

10) Once agreements are reached they must be put in writing and signed off on by both the
Coalition and CDF.

Sincerely,

The Coalition to Save Jackson State Forest
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Attachment: December 15, 2021 letter from Linda Perkins and Matt Simmons



Showing Up for Racial Justice
Mendo Coast

®

Re: Red Tail THP 1-19-00224-MEN Violates JDSF Option A
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Redwood Coast Watersheds Alliance

December 15, 2021

Julia Rhoads

802 N MAIN STREET
FORT BRAGG, CA, 95437
RPF 002815

Dear Ms. Rhoads,

On behalf of the Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians, Environmental Protection Information
Center, Redwood Coast Watersheds Alliance, Standing up for Racial Justice Mendo Coast, Jug Handle
Creek Farm & Nature Center, Northern California Unitarian Universalists Camps and Conferences,
Mendocino Trail Stewards, and We Speak for the Trees of Jackson State Forest, we write to urge you to
immediately halt logging on the Red Tail THP 1-19-00224-MEN located in Jackson Demonstration State
Forest. The Red Tail THP is located in an area of Jackson Demonstration State Forest which is allocated
as an Older Forest Development Area (OFDA).! The OFDA is part of the Older Forest Structure Zone
which the JDSF Management Plan defines as follows:

“A contiguous 6,803-acre corridor will be managed as an Older Forest Structure Zone, extending
across JDSF from west to east and north to south (JSDF Management Plan, Updated 2016, Map
Figure 5), composed primarily of reserved Old-growth Groves, Late Seral Development Areas,
and older forest development areas. This area will produce structural characteristics of older
forest, which include large trees, snags, down logs, multiple canopy layers, and a high level of
structural diversity. The portions of this zone available for timber management would be
managed on an uneven-aged basis to recruit these structural conditions and wildlife habitat
elements, to coincidentally grow and produce timber through careful thinnings and periodic
replacement of large trees, and to provide recreational opportunities. The Older Forest Structure
Zone will have high value for research concerning topics such as restoration of older forests and
the ecological processes associated with older forests. It also will improve the long-term

1 Red Tail THP, Sec 3, p. 109



conditions for wildlife, particularly species that prefer older forests. It provides a continuous
corridor of forest that links most of the Forest’s old-growth groves, and also provides habitat
linking adjacent industrial timberland with the forests of JDSF”.2

The JDSF Option A delineates clear silvicultural prescriptions for each forest management type. Under
OFDA, the JDSF Option A states "[h]arvest as a max % of preharvest basal area" [shall be]
"None/25,30,35% max."® In other words, at most THPs should only be harvesting 35% of basal area [BA]
in an area marked OFDA. This makes sense because an area designated for OFDA should retain a
considerable amount of basal area postharvest in order far the forest to be allowed to successfully
mature.
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Figure 1 Forest Management and Special Concern Areas 2016 ISDF Management Plan Update

Despite this, the Red Tail THP silvicultural prescription intends to harvest far more than that. In the
western units the preharvest BA is 277 ft? per acre and the objective postharvest BA is 150 ftper acre.*
That means 45.85% of the basal area is being removed.® In the eastern selection units the preharvest BA
is 393 ft? per acre and the objective postharvest BA is 190 ft? per acre.® That means 51.17% of the BA is
being removed. Finally, in the eastern group selection units the preharvest BA is 286 ft? per acre and the
post-harvest BA is 160 ft* per acre.” That means 44.01% of the BA is being removed.

% JDSF Management Plan, 2016 Update, page 70
3 )DSF Option A, Appendix 1, Page 40,

*Red Tail THP, Sec 3, p. 109

° Red Tail THP, Sec 3, p. 109

5 Red Tail THP, Sec 3, p. 109

7 Red Tail THP, Sec 3, p. 109



Figure 2 Tree harvested in Red Tail THP

The THP fails to explain why the RPF chose to exceed the maximum BA removal modeled in the JDSF
QOption A for the OFDA. Without an explanation, it appears that the RPF chose to exceed the limit in
order to remove more timber, and thus more profit, from the forest. Given that Red Tail is located in
one of the few areas of JDSF that is at least theoretically meant to develop into an older forest, it is
deeply disappointing to see that CAL FIRE is writing and approving THPs that do not conform with their
own Option A and management goals. We ask that you halt activities in the Red Tail THP immediately
and provide an explanation as to why harvesting such a large percentage of the basal area, including
mature second growth trees, in an area designated for OFDA complies with JDSF management
objectives.

Sincerely,
Linda Perkins for Redwood Coast Watershed Alliance
Matt Simmons for Environmental Protection Information Center

CC: Thomas Porter, Director, CAL FIRE
Kevin Conway, Acting Forest Manager, CAL FIRE
Jason Liles for Senator Mike McGuire
Ruth Valenzuela for Assemblymember Jim Wood
Santa Rosa CAL FIRE Public Comment
Board of Forestry
Resources Secretary Crowfoot
Deputy Secretary Jessica Morse



